PERRY PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES     			               May 12, 2026
The Perry Public Library Board of Trustees met in regular session on Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 8:00 a.m.  	
Board members Rosa Gonzalez, Kendall Rathje, Heather Karolus, Margaret Ruggle, and Alissa Whitmore were present. Library Director Misty VonBehren and Friends of the Library Board President Kathy Miller were present.
Rosa Gonzalez called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.
Agenda – Alissa Whitmore moved to approve the agenda with Margaret Ruggle seconding the motion. MCU.
[bookmark: _Hlk42762806]Minutes – Heather Karolus moved to approve the minutes from the April 14, 2026 meeting with Kendall Rathje seconded the motion. MCU.
Financial Statements – Gift Fund receipts and payments were presented with receipts from the period of April 10, 2026 – May 6, 2026, totaling $3605.40, and checks #6801 - #6813, totaling $4666.81. The ending balance of the Gift account on May 6, 2026 is $74780.25. The City of Perry Library Fund Status Report was presented. April 2026 claims totaling $59402.74 was presented. Heather Karolus moved to approve the financial reports with Alissa Whitmore seconding the motion. MCU.
[bookmark: _Hlk119921133]Library Director’s Report                 May 12, 2026                        Misty VonBehren

1. Financial Reports
a. Net total for the month is $-1061.41 with Income of 3605.40 and Expenses of 4666.81 Check #6801-6813.
b. GIFT balance is $74780.25 as of 05/06/2026
c. April 2026 CITY Claims
Budget expended or will be soon:
Contract Services - Expended
Consultant & Professional - $9509.31 of $10000
Capital Outlay Materials - Expended
2. Statistical Reports
a. Door count up from last year.
b. Public computer use – up from last year.
c. Wireless use continues to increase. 
d. Physical circulation is up compared to last year.
e. eAudio continues to increase with the use of hoopla.
f. 95 programs with 1464 attending. 
3. Legislative Updates
a. Legislative Update – Property Tax Reform was passed by both the House and Senate / waiting for Governor’s signature. League of Cities is working on creating a tool to utilize to see the impact on General Funds for the FY2028 year. I will update the board when estimates are provided on the impact to the Library Budget. 
4. General Updates
a. New printer has been installed for Staff use. Access will be onsite (today – Tuesday May 12) to switch over the Public printer. 
b. City health insurance will be changing to a new provider for FY2027. The new insurance will cost less annually, and the monthly employee percentage will be less than current. Employees will be signing up in the next month. 
c. Met with representative from Library Furniture International to discuss purchasing an additional face out shelving unit for the youth area and booth seating. Ordered an additional face out shelving unit for the youth section. Will not arrive until end of July or early August. 
d. Summer Library Programming is in the final stages. The kickoff to the summer program, FamilyFest details are being finalized for June 6, 2026. The theme is Read, White, and Blue:  Celebrating 250 Years of American Stories. Live History will be performing twice – during FamilyFest and again in the evening for a program with harder questions focused on an adult audience. This is a combination of an escape room, a quest, and a live theatre performance all based on local Perry history. This is the last year of our Beanstack contract (software used to track and facilitate online reading programs throughout the year). I will be asking staff to conduct a survey of those that utilize the Beanstack method to gauge whether to renew the service. 
e. We received notification from the State Library that we are accredited at a Tier 3 with an expiration date of June 30, 2029.



The next normally scheduled meeting is on June 9, 2026, at 8 a.m. in the library’s Community Room. The public is always welcome.

Heather Karolus moved to close the meeting at 8:52 a.m. with Kendall Rathje seconding the motion. MCU

   Respectfully submitted, Misty VonBehren, Library Director
